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PARISH OF St JOHN THE DIVINE, WEST WORTHING
Registered Charity No. 1178660

Parish Priest The Revd Fr. Thomas Cotterill SSC 01273 064877
frthomascotterilll@gmail.com

Assistant Clergy The Revd Fr. Roger Caswell W 268295
burmateak@aol.com 07814 765990
The Revd Canon Rachel Bennett 07810 350098
rachelbennett@talktalk.net
The Revd Fr. George Talbot 07943 416572
Churchwardens  Martyn Shanks 07973 422603

Position Vacant

Hon. Secretary  Position Vacant
PCC

Hon. Treasurer  Alan Caperon 07802 602322

Director of Music Position Vacant

Electoral Roll Margaret Borbone W 247481

Safeguarding Martin Lloyd W 246578

Officer martinlloyd@stjohnwestworthing.org.uk

WORSHIP

Sundays Mass 8.00am
PARISH SUNG MASS 9-30am
Evening Prayer and Benediction 5.00pm

Weekday Mass  Monday 10.00am
Tuesday 5.30pm
Wednesday 11.00am
Thursday 10.00am
Friday 10.00am

A priest is available to hear confessions after any mass, by appointment.

Front Cover:- “The money keeps coming so we keep building!” A Barcelona Church.
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SUNDAY MASS READINGS

5th July 14th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Zechariah 9:9-10 Romans 8:9,11-13 Matthew 11 :25-30
12th July 15th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Isaiah 55:10-11 Romans 8:18-23 Matthew 13:1-23
19th July 16th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Wisdom 12:13,16-19 Romans 8:26-27 Matthew 13:24-43
26th July 17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

1 Kings 3:5-6a,7-12 Romans 8:28-30 Matthew 13:44-52

from the Parish Registers for Magy

Baptisms: None
Weddings: None
Funerals: None

Burial of Ashes:  None
e

Date
3rd
10th
17th

24th

31st

Monthly Statistics for May

Communicants Attendance Home Communicants

40 46 3
35 42 5
45 54 1
40 45 5

41 50 0



FUTURE EVENTS
2026

Q AUTUMN PARISH LUNCH
SUNDAY 16™ AUGUST
11.30 FOR 12 NOON IN THE HALL

HARVEST THANKSGIVING
SUPPER

SATURDAY 3R° OCTOBER
6.00PM FOR 6.30 PM IN THE HALL

CHRISTMAS FAIR

SATURDAY 5™ DECEMBER
10AM - 1PM
IN THE CHURCH




July 2026

On the fourth of this month, there is a day
of mourning for those of us who have
sworn an oath of allegiance to the Sover-
cign, otherwise known as the 250™ anniver-
sary of the Declaration of Independence by
- the then Thirteen Colonies across the pond,
to use a phrase that originates in the (self-
acclaimed) ‘land of the free and home of the

brave’.

Like me, you may appreciate many things American (and have en-
joyed spending time in that nation, which is now made up of fifty
states), but harbour a sense too of suspicion at some of the exports
that have gone out from that great and varied land. Certainly, within
the constitutional sphere, we over this side of the Atlantic can ques-
tion the increasingly “presidential” approach to government that has
taken hold in the body politic of this United Kingdom, a nation
where, truly-speaking, authority lies in the King (or Queen) in Par-
liament, all under the sovereignty of Christ, in whose name our

anointed Monarch reigns.

One export from the United States that has struck me recently is the
notion of “Father’s Day”, which takes place on the third Sunday of
June. This dating goes back to a Presidential Proclamation of Lyndon
B. Johnson in 1966. (I should say that, in fact, within a number of
Catholic countries a day to honour fathers goes back to the Middle
Ages, but is associated with St Joseph, whose feast day falls on 19%
March.) For us, on this ‘sceptred isle’, we seem to have adopted the

American dating. You yourself may have marked this day.
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I, for one, honoured my earthly father by offering an intention for
him at Mass before speaking to him later that Sunday.

Within our parishes, fortified and fuelled as they are by the vitality of
the Catholic faith, we are privileged to carry with us a sense of fa-
therhood all through the year, and that is most apparent by the cus-
tom we have of referring to our priests (and bishops) as “Father”.
There is something profound about addressing, whether in conversa-
tion or writing, one of our priests as “Father” (or “Fr” for short). In-
deed, as some of us do, we can refer to a priest simply as “Father”
without joining on his Christian name, something that if you do not
already do I commend to you. How much more beautiful is this
greeting than a general “Hello” or, to adopt another Americanism,
“Hi”? Certainly, if you hear how a priest speaks to a brother priest,
we tend to greet one another in these terms: “Good morning, Father”
or such like. Such a greeting is a powerful reminder to those of us or-
dained to the Sacred Priesthood that we hold a responsibility from
the loving Father of us all, just as it is, I pray, an encouragement to
those of you who make up God’s holy People that the Lord does not
leave us as orphans (cf. John 14:18).

So, as our friends, who indeed for some are kith and kin, celebrate
the Fourth of July, may we in this realm renew our service of the

Lord, whom we daily call “Our Father”, something we do with our
spiritual Fathers, with our anointed Monarch and with, let us pray,
the current occupant of the White House as well as with his succes-

SOT'S.

Fr.Thomas



WARDEN’S WORDS!

Fr Thomas has now had his first PCC meeting with us and met with our
architect. There was lots to discuss in both meetings but we all survived.

In the meeting with the architect the heating was the key discussion point
and he gave his views and we have applied for informal advice from the
DAC - Diocesan Advisory Committee. We are obviously trying to move this
forward as quickly as we can. We have also had our quinquennial inspec-
tion which has generated a long list of things to do, both via trades people
but also jobs we can do ourselves.

If you’ve been in church the last few weeks you would have heard in the

notices that there is a working party on 27th June after mass at 09:30. We
will try to organise a working party each month (or bi-monthly). The list of
jobs from the architect includes weeding and reducing the size of some of
the shrubs in the grounds. If you are interested in joining the working par-

ties, please get in touch.
Martyn

Thank You From the Peckham Family!

Mary, Liz and all the family thank you all for your support during
Eileen Peckham’s last few months and at her funeral, and for your
cards and kind words of condolence. We are especially grateful to
Father Roger and Deacon Rachel for their visits.

We have selected some of my parents’ religious but more readable
books and will put them on the North Porch shelves. Do help your-
selves

Mary




Morning, afternoon,
and all-day sessions
available for children

aged 2-5 years old.

preschooladmin@stjohnwestworthing.org.uk

07708 830733 Ofsfec
Os John's Preschool - Worthing @St_,]olum_l’rmhool_“’nn hing EY402776
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CHURCH FLOWERS
Don’t forget that you need to fill in the list at the North Door to arrange
and pay for your special flower bouquets for those dear departed
relatives and friends whom you miss. | need your help to prepare

something astonishing! Lyn

PLASTIC MILK BOTTLE TOPS

Please collect Red, Blue, Green and Clear milk bottle tops
for the charity Chestnut Tree House.........

There is a glass jar on the table by the South door of
the Church for the tops you have collected.

Thank you.
Sharron

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM

A lamp burns daily at Our Lady of Walsingham,
the lamp is lit for special prayer intentions.
If you would like the lamp lit for a special occasion, anniversary, a de-

parted loved one or any other request, please add the request to the
list by the North door and place a donation of £5 in the candle box.
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NOTICES FROM St. JOHN'S

Do come to join us for Sunday Mass at 8am or 9-30am. If you are
new to St. John's please introduce yourself to a sides person or a
member of the clergy.

Please stay for refreshments after the 9-30am Sunday Mass. Coffee
and biscuits will be served at the back of the church and on the first
Sunday of each month the 100 Club winners will be drawn.

Note that Friday Mass is now 10am at St. John’s and Saturday Mass is
10am at St. Andrew'’s unless otherwise stated in the Mass Guide on
Page 20 and Diary on page 17.

Please Return the completed Contact Consent Forms ASAP.

Ed.

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

If anyone wishes to have the name of a departed loved one
entered in the Parish’s Book of Remembrance,
situated in the Requiem Chapel,
application Forms are available from the Parish Office.
The cost is £15 per entry.
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Living the Mystery of Faith 2026-2030

Diocese of Chichester
"a Living the Mystery of Faith

'A' THE YEAR OF MATTHEW

Over the next four years we commit as a Diocese to Living the Mystery of Faith.

Each year we will explore one of the four portraits of Jesus provided by the Gospel writers
beginning in 2026 with the Gospel of Matthew. Our commitment to growth is rooted in
prayer for the ongoing renewal of ministry for mission.

There is something for everyone who wants to grow.
Join us in praying across the Diocese for:

® Inspiring prayer and worship
B Resourcing excellent leaders
m  Nurturing the Christian faith of children and young people

B Investing in areas of greatest material poverty

In a changing world and church, we remain rooted in our inheritance and the heartbeat of
faith through the Prayer of St Richard to know, love and follow Jesus day by day.
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A Quiz From Our New Leader!

1. Julyis dedicated to the Precious Blood of Christ. The killing
each year at the Passover of which animal is an anticipation or
type of Christ’s sacrifice? See Exodus chapter 12.

2. The Exile from Jerusalem, a pivotal moment in the story of
the People of God, comes to an end when a new ruler of Persia
comes to power. What is his name? See 2 Chronicles chapter 36.
3. During this month, we celebrate the Feast of St Thomas the
Apostle. What words does he utter when he meets the Risen
Christ face to face? See John chapter 20.

4. How many stone water jars are used at the miracle at the
Wedding at Cana? See John chapter 2.

5. To how many churches in Asia does St John the Divine
write? See Revelation chapter 1.

To Quote George Harrison - The Answer’s at the End! Page 18

ARTICLES AND IDEAS!

St. John’s Magazine needs articles
to publish about any aspect of life!

Have you seen a situation we can
all have a giggle about or even be
inspired by? How did your recent
holiday go? What exciting adven-
tures have you had?

Please put pen to paper and the old Editor will help.
Ed.
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In sorrow and in joy

There is a page towards the end of the magazine each month enti-
tled Mass Guide and Prayer Intentions. It tells you what time Mass
is celebrated each day (and there is a Mass every day, either at St
John’s or St Andrew’s - what a privilege it is to be able to meet
Our Lord at the altar any and every day of the year, yet so few take
the opportunity - pause for thought ‘if I don’t, why don’t 1?). It
tells you too what is the particular focus of our prayers each day
(again pause for thought ‘do I pray for that “intention” each day?
If not, why not?”). And never a month goes by without a number
of saints days: holy men and women whose lives of witness to Je-
sus are an example, and whose prayers support us, as we try to be
faithful witnesses to Jesus in our own generation (pause for
thought once again ‘do I take notice of these heroes of faith, even
think I want to know a bit more about them?’).

Before you read on - or decide you won’t bother to read on -
take time to ‘pause for thought’.

If you haven’t given up - back to saints. What picture does the
word ‘saint’ conjure up for you? Someone who lived a very long
time ago when the world was quite different? People noted for
their austerity and other-worldliness? Even (dare I say) always ra-
ther miserable? One we remember this month has the exotic name
St Sharbel Makhluf. We surely can’t have anything in common
with him, can we‘7 Until we discover that he lived not all that long
ago, in the 19" century, and was a Lebanese Christian who had a
particular gift in reconciling Christians and Muslims. Doesn’t that
speak loudly to us a century and a half later as we hear of continu-
ing conflict, destruction and death in Lebanon?

St Sharbel Makhluf lived much of his life as a hermit. Our patron
saint in this diocese, St Richard lived a very different sort of life,
travelling widely through his diocese, meeting people of all sorts
and status. Friar Ralph Bocking, who served him for many years
as companion and confessor, described him as °‘jolly, warm-
hearted, courteous, and of cheerful countenance’. I read something
the other day which reminded me of another saint, Philip Neri,
who, the writer said ‘could be called the Apostle of Joy’.

14



Yes, he led a very disciplined life, spending a great deal of time in
prayer, and is remembered for the way in which he encouraged
many people, especially young men, in their faith. Most impres-
sive, we are told, was his love of God and his love of other people,
his humility, his gentleness, and his cheerfulness - ‘laughter’, ap-
parently, is a word we find frequently in accounts of his life. A
joyful saint, a saint with a great sense of humour.

How do you react to someone who is almost always miserable,
always finding something to complain about, seeing the negatives
in any situation and blind to what could be positive, hopeful?
Your reaction, most probably, would be to avoid entering into
conversation with someone like that - perhaps, sadly, someone
you know falls into that category.

A warning there for Christians. It may be that there is a lot that
mitigates against the saintly attributes of cheerfulness, of joy, of
hope, of seeking to be agents of peace and reconciliation. With
little prospect, it seems, of an end to the conflicts in Ukraine and
the Middle East, there continues to be much to sadden, distress,
and bring fear and uncertainty. But Christians live in and through
all of that with faith: faith in which we pray in confidence for
those whose lives have been changed by the events we witness;
faith in which we pray in confidence for true peace, reconciliation,
understanding, respect and brotherhood, not least in the society of
which we are a part; and faith in the Lord who warned that ‘in the
world you will have trouble, but” he went one, ‘be brave: I have
conquered the world’. Be brave, be confident, be joyful.

So pause again for thought. Ask what people see in you. Do they
see the joy which is and must be one of the characteristics and
consequences of Christian faith? Do they see the saintly qualities
of love of God and love of other people, humility, gentleness, and
cheerfulness? If the answer is ‘Yes’, if that is what people see in
you, they may well think ‘There’s something here I want.’

Fr. Roger
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You are invited to Join...
ST. JOHN’S 100 cLuB

Ah0 |

Monthly Draw on the First Sunday of the Month
To join please contact Lyn Gough, 07880 796619

Only £12 for the year. £5 Prizes!
Plus Bigger Prizes in December:

You need to pay your sub
NOW

June Winners:- 3 Kim Upton, 85 Alan Caperon, 77 Steve Burke,
79 Mary Rose Willis, 13 Sandy Shanks.

Since the start of the 100 club in 2012 a profit of over £4495 has
been donated to church funds.

Pra}-'ing and

ﬁ % 'Living the Kingdom

THY KINGDOM COME I:,Iﬂp(‘)‘sﬁ.-fﬁ‘l‘t":d b‘f the

Q y Holy Spiri‘t
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JULY DIARY EVENTS

Sun 5th 9-30am Mass - 14th Sunday of the Year
10-30am 100 Club Draw

Sun 12th 9-30am Mass - 15th Sunday of the Year

Tue 14th 7pm Swearing-in of Churchwardens
By the Archdeacon

Wed 15th Last day for Magazine Articles
Sun 19th 9-30am Mass - 16th Sunday of the Year
Sun 26th 9-30am Mass - 17th Sunday of the Year

EARLY WARNING » 6TH AUGUST
THE TRANSFIGURATION
16TH AUGUST
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BVM

WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE 28TH TO 31ST AUGUST

PRAYING FOR THE SICK

The names of the sick to be remembered at each mass need constant
updating. If anyone has asked for a person to be on the current list, can
you please let me know how they are, so we can either :-

1. Continue to pray for them,

2. Transfer them to the Parish Prayer Group, who pray daily for
those needing long term prayer support, or

3. Take them off, if they have recovered, on the understanding that
they can be returned to either list as their condition requires.

Thank you. Deacon Rachel

17



THE ANSWERS
1. A Lamb.
2. Cyrus.
3. “My Lord and my God”.
4. 6.
5.7.

How did you do? | recommend the classes below!
Ed.

St. John's & St. Andrew’s Bible Study

E We have a growing number of people from
both churches joining our weekly Bible
Study sessions where we study the read-
ings which will be used at Mass on the
Sunday following the Bible Study.

: = We meet on Monday afternoons at 3.00pm
Y in St. John’s Church.

See the pew sheet!

We finish at 4pm with a cuppa. Everyone is welcome!

Deacon Rachel
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WHAT GOES ON AT ST JOHN’S

ST JOHN’S PRESCHOOL (2-5) Mon - Fri 8-30am - 2-30pm (Hall)
Term time only Faith 07708 830733
preschooladmin@stjohnwestworthing.org.uk

SOCIAL GROUP Lyn Gough 07880 796619
OTHER CONTACTS
PARISH OFFICE Thurs 10am - 12noon W 537813

office@stjohnwestworthing.org.uk

FLOWERS Lyn Gough 07880 796619
& 100 CLUB

THE GUILD OF ALL SOULS Deacon Rachel Bennett 07810 350098

& CHANTRY BOOK rachelbennett@talktalk.net
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY The Churchwardens
PARISH MAGAZINE brianphatton@aol.com, W 249513

Or text me at 07786 680207
PARISH WEBSITE www.stjohnwestworthing.org.uk
WEBSITE ADMIN webmaster@stjohnwestworthing.org.uk
PARISH ARCHIVIST (To be Confirmed)
WALSINGHAM CELL (To be Confirmed)

WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE Deacon Rachel Bennett (4s Above!)

CBS (Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament) Ward Secretary, Mr. lan
Grevatt, St Andrew the Apostle, Clifton Road. ijgrevatt@gmail.com.
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MASS GUIDE & PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR JULY

Feria 1lam
Feria 10am
S. Thomas 10am
Feria (Mass at St. Andrew’s) 10am
14th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 8am
9-30am
Feria 10am
Feria (Mass at St Andrew’s) 10am
(Mass at St. John’s) 5-30pm
Feria 1lam
Feria 10am
Feria (Monthly Requiem Mass) 10am
S. Benedict (Mass at St. Andrew’s) 10am
15th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 8am
9-30am
Feria 10am
Feria (Mass at St. Andrew’s) 10am

(Swearing-in Mass at St. John’s) 7pm

S. Bonaventure 1lam
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 10am
Feria 10m

Feria (Mass at St. Andrew’s) 10am
16th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 8am

9-30am

Feria 10am
Feria (Mass at St. Andrew’s) 10am

(Mass at St. John’s) 5-30pm

S. Mary Magdalene 1lam
S. Bridget 10am
S. Sharbel Makhluf 10am
S. James the Gt (Mass at St. Andrew’s) 10am

17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 8am

9-30am

Feria 10am

Feria (Mass At St. Andrew’s) 10am
(Mass at St. John’s) 5-30pm

S. Martha, Mary & Lazarus 11lam

S. Peter Chrysologus 10am

31 F S.Ignatius of Loyola 10am
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INTENTIONS
Refugees

Christian Obedience
Bishop Will
Renewal

The Parish

The Bereaved
The Sick

The Spread of the Gospel
Evangelists

The Departed

Members of Religious
Orders

The Parish

The Oppressed
Churchwardens

Theologians
Walsingham
Those Who are hostile
To the Faith
Victims of Oppression
The Parish

Faithfulness
Thanksgiving

Christian Joy

The Countries of
Europe

Peace in the World
Humility

The Parish

The Lapsed
Christian Teachers

Christian Relief
Organisations
Preachers
Vocations to the
Religious Life



HALL FOR HIRE
ST. JOHN'S HALL RIPLEY ROAD
FOR MEETINGS, RECEPTIONS, REHEARSALS

OR ANY OTHER PURPOSE

Seating for 80 available
£20 per hour for new customers, £18 subsequently. }
Use of kitchen £5 per booking and

of cooker £5 per booking

Contact Caroline Burke
07776 192925 or cribrk@aol.com i
Further details and booking form

www.stjohnwestworthing.org.uk

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE WORKS
because you’ve just read this !!!

Why not advertise in this magazine

Advertising rates for 12 months, payable in advance, are:

Full page £145 Colour £288 Half page £70 Colour £144
Quarter page £40 Colour £78
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The
Children’s Corner
at
St. John the Divine

Children can meet and play at
the back of the church during
the 9-30am
Sunday Parish Mass.

All children are very welcome to use the play area.
Parents and/or carers must accompany and supervise.

Thank you for helping !

Ed.

Yes, I would like to subscribe to this magazine:

NI oo e e e e eee e e e e aas

AAATESS: e

I enclose the sum of £6.00 or £14.00 for postal delivery
outside the parish.

(Cheques payable to St. John's Church and sent to Maga-
zine Distribution, The Parish Office, St John the Divine,
Elm Grove, Worthing, BN1I 5NQ).
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THIS SPACE
TO LET

ONLY £40
PER ANNUM

Please contact
the Editor

THIS SPACE
TO LET

ONLY £40
PER ANNUM

Please contact
the Editor

PHOTOCOPYING

5t John's Parish Office
- Elm Grove Tel: 01903 5375813 '
+ office@stjohnwestworthing.org.uk !

we can provide quantities of
: personal photocopying and
laminating

Bp percopy
10p per copy E

A4 Single
A4 Double Side

Prices for other sizes available on |
request.

+ Laminating £1.00 per A4 sheet

WANTED

Your Used Stamps!
As some of you already know, |
work for WADARS (Worthing and
District Animal Rescue Service).
Owing to Covid, fund-raising
events have not happened this
year. We rescue, and nurse back
to health, wildlife and many cats
and dogs even in a pandemic!

Would you be able to save your
used stamps to help us raise
much needed funds? There must
be some in the bin at Christmas.
Pass to me or | can collect. See
our web site at www.wadars.
co.uk

Caroline
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Celebrating life,
honouring memories,
providing peace

Losing someone close
to us is a painful and
challenging experience.
Our aim at HD Tribe is to
make the whole funeral
process as simple and

as stress-free as possible
for you, by offering a
complete funeral service,

Our services

ensured by HD Trlbe’s Attendance cards Horse Drawn Funerals
. Bereavement Counselling Music
|Ong_e5tab||5hed Burials at sea Orders of Service
: - Caterin Prepaid Funeral Plans
repUtatlon for q uallty, Chapelgof Rest Reczrding of Services/
dignity and reliability. Coffins Webeasts/SlidesHov@
Flowers Repatriation
Funeral Poetry Stonemasons
Green Burials Vehicles

Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

01903 234516 www.hdtribe.co.uk

An independent family run Funeral Directors since 1929. We ensure your loved ones receive the respect
and dignity they deserve. With nine offices covering most of West Sussex, we are ideally positioned to
give you an efficient, local and dedicated funeral service.

Worthing Sompting Lancing Shoreham-by-Sea  Storrington  Littlehampton Rustington ~ Goring-by-Sea Lyndhurst Road
130 Broadwater Rd U 28 South St 101 Eastern Ave 19 West St 5 Surrey St 63 Sea Lane 259 Goring Rd 61 LyndhurstRd
Worthing Sompting Lancing  Shoreham-by-Sea Storrington Littlshampton Rustington ~ Worthing Worthing

BN14 8HU BN150DE BN158AG BN43 6PE RH204DZ  BN17 5AZ BN162RQ BN124PA BN112DB
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