CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Priest: Fr Thomas Cotterill SSC 01273 064877 or
frthomascotterill@gmail.com

Parish Office: 01903 537813 or office(@stjohnwestworthing.org.uk

NOTICES
Bible Study takes place here at St John's at 3pm tomorrow.

We are hosting the Archdeacon’s swearing in of Churchwardens here on
Tuesday 14" July. Mass is at 7pm, followed by refreshments. There will be no 5.30ppm
Mass on this day.

After the brilliant work tidying and weeding outside the building last Saturday, we will
gather another working party here on Saturday 25" July, beginning with Mass at
9.30am. Many hands make light work!

FR ROGER REFLECTS ON TODAY’S READINGS

When, after many years of exile in Babylon, the Israelites were allowed to return home,
they faced the huge task of rebuilding a city that had been largely destroyed, and within
it the Temple. This is the context for the ministry of the prophet Zechariah and, in the
passage we hear in the First Reading today, he encourages his people to look to the future.
God has shown he will not abandon his people - he will continue to do great things for
them. These verses are familiar to us from the accounts in the Gospels of Matthew and
John of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, where the Evangelists see

Zechariah's prophecy fulfilled.

When St Paul writes, ‘You are not in the flesh,’ he teaches that those who follow Christ
don’t put their trust in human strength or conform to the values and behaviour of the
secular world. Those who are committed to Jesus Christ, who ‘belong to him” and live
according to his teachings, need not worry about the things of this world. To live
‘spiritually’ means to rely on Christ. God, who raised Jesus from the dead, will lead to
eternal life those who live by the Spirit.

The king whom Zechariah told his people to await would be ‘humble’ he says. And that
is how Jesus describes himself in the Gospel: ‘Gentle and lowly of heart’. It is to him that
he invites us to go to find rest. But that’s not how our Gospel passage begins. It is to
‘little children’ that the message of his Father’s love is addressed. The learned and
powerful of the world cannot understand, indeed cannot be sufficiently humble, to lay
down their burdens and find in Jesus ‘rest for their souls’.

ST JOHN THE DIVINE, WEST WORTHING
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 5% July 2026

8.00am Mass Intention: The Parish
9.30am Parish Mass (Hymns: NEH 473, 339, 63 & 467)
5.00pm Evening Prayer and Benediction

Monday 6" July 10.00am Mass The bereaved

Feria

Tuesday 7" July 10.00am Mass (St Andrew’s) The sick

Feria 5.30pm Mass

Wednesday 8" July 11.00am Mass The spread of the Gospel
Feria

Thursday 9™ July 10.00am Mass Evangelists

Feria

Friday 10™ July 10.00am Mass The departed

Feria

Saturday 11™ July 10.00am Mass (St Andrew’s) Members of Religious
St Benedict Orders

Sunday 12 July 8.00am Mass & 9.30am Parish Mass

15™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  5.00pm Evening Prayer and Benediction

FOR YOUR PRAYERS
The sick: Christine, Jack, Richard, Steve, Wendy, Reg, Margaret, Den Rachel
The recently departed:

Those whose anniversaries occur this week:
Arthur Evershed

Florence Geden

Wilfred Spicer, Eileen Croom

Clare Pandelis

Marion Smith, Laurence Oakeshott

Mary Nunn, Donald Scott, Marcus Riggs (Priest)
Robert Maybey, Frank Jarrett
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